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Gr CHAP. I. Of ber Birth. « 
Other Shiptbn (as all Hiſtorie: * 
agree) was a Yorkſhire Womat | 

the particular Place is very much dif | 

puted. Becauſe ſeveral Towns icy! * 

pretended to the Honour of her Birth y 

but the moſt credible Opinions aſcribe N 

it to the Town of Knareſborougt {: 

near the Dropping- well in the Count t. 

aforeſaid. Concerning her Pedigre ti 

or Parentage, there are likewiſe var m. 

ous Reports, ſome ſay her Father wi th 

2 Necromancer, and that he had Ski M 


in the Black Art, whereby it becan At 
&N ; entail 


* 


L| 
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entail'd upon her by Birth: But the 
common Story, which I ſhall follow, 
is, that ſhe never had a Father of hu- 
man race, but was begot as the Welch 
Prophet Merlin was of old by the 
Phantaſm of Apollo, or ſome wanton 
ariel Dæmon in the following n 
Manner. 

Her Mother, whom ſomt Records 
call Agatha, and othefs Ematha, was 
left an Orphan about the Age of ſixteen 


very poor, and much troubled with 


that 


grie vous, but common Diſeaſe 


called Idlenets; and by ſome Sloth; 


- val 


er wi thee out of all thy Troubles. 


as ſhe was once upon a Time firting 


bemoaning herſelf on a ſhady Bank 
by the Highway Side, a Spirit appear'd 
unto her in the Shape of a handſome 
young Man, and ſmiling on her, pretty 
Maid, quoth he, why doſt thou fit ſo 
ſad, 3 art not hold enough to have 


| thy Head peſtered with the Cares of 
the World: Ptithee teil me thy Buſi- 


neſs, and doubt not but 1 will help 
The 


4 Ski Maid, (for Maids were in thoſe Days 
ecai At her age,) caſting up her ** and 
entail 
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not ſuſpecting a Devil, hid in ſo come- 


ly a Countenance related to him her 
Wants, and that ſhe knew not how to 
live; Piſh, ſaid he, be rul'd by me, 
and thou ſhall never lack, ſhe hearing 


him promiſe ſo fairly, told him ſhe 


would; and thereupon to draw her 
in by Degrees to Deſtruction, firſt 


tempted her to Fornication, but his 


Touches, as ſhe afterwards confeſſed. 
te the Midwife, were as cold as Snow, 
from this Time forward, fhe was com- 
monly vifited once a Day by her hel- 


ln Gallant, ,and never wanted Money 


as ſhe ſwept the Houſe ſhe conſtantly 
found ſome Piece; as Naine-pences, 


Quarter-Thirtcen-pence-Hali-pennies ; . 
and the like, ſufficient ro ſupply all her 


Occaſions. 
C H &F. i 


Ag atha proved with Child : and bow 6 
12 the ſevere Juſtice, and what hap- 
pened at ber Delivery, 


HE Neighbours obſerving Aga 
tha without any Employ to * 


his Wife plainly ſaw what ſhe ſaid 


E181 


ſo handſomely, wondered exceedingly 
bow ſhe came by it, but were more 
ſurprized ſhortly 
they perceived her with Child, which 
ſhe could not hide; For before her 


afterwards, when 


Delivery, ſhe was as big as if ſhe had 
gone with half a Dozen Childrea at 


once, whereupon ſhe was carried be- 


fore a Juſtice, who threatened, and 


chided her for Incontinency, but he was 


ſoon ſilenſed, for his Wife and all his 


Family being preſent, Agatha ſaid to 
him aloud, Mr. Juſtice, how gravely 


you talk, and yet the Truth 1s, your 
Worſhip is not altogether free, for here. 
ſtands two of your Servant Wenches, . 
that are both at tais Time with Child by 


you, pointing to them ſeverally with 


her Finger, at which both himſelf 
and the two Girls were ſo blank, that 


was true, and therefore fell upon the 
two Harlots like a Fury, and all Mr. 
Juſtice and the Conſtable could do, 
was not enough to keep the Peace, 


- and the whole was in ſuch Confuſion 


was diſ- 


that Agatna tor that Time 
I mils'd, 


/ 
F 
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( 6. 
miſe'd, and ſoon after was brought to 
Bed in the Month ef July, in the 


fourth Year of the Reign of King 
Henry the Seventh, which- was in the 


Tear of our Lord 1488. Her Travel 


was very gtievous, and a moſt terri-- 
ble Clap 44 Thunder happened juſt as 
ſhe was "ons of this ſtrange Birth, 
which afterwards was ſo famous by 


the Name of Mother Shipton : For- 


could the Tempeſt affright hs 2 | 


' morei:than the prodigious-Phyſiog 


my-of che Child: The Body was | = 
and very big boned great angling Eyes: 
very ſharp and fiery; a Noſe of un- 
trionable Length, having in it 


manyiCrooks and I urnings, adorned 


with great Pimples, which like Va- 
pdur of Brimſtone, gave ſuch a Luſtre 
in the Night, that her Nurſe needed 
no Candle to dreſs: her by: And be- 
ſides this 'uncouth- Shane, ir was ob- 
ſerved, - that as ſhe was born ſhe fell 


a laughing and grinning after a geering 


Manner, and immediately or the” 


e ceaſed. 


3 A P. 


- miſtaken. 


"TIF 
CHAP. III. 


HE Child being thus brought i in- 
to the World under ſuch ſtrange 


| 6 was, tho not without 


ſome Oppoſition, order d to be chriſt- 
ened by the Abbot of Beverley which 
vas performed by the Name of Urſu- 
la- Soathiel, for the latter her Mother's 


maiden Sir -· Na: ne: And as for Shipton 
it was the Name of her Huſband, 
whom ſhe afterwards married, as will 


appear in the Sequel of this Hiſtory p 
and in this Particular moſt of the Au- 
thors I have read, have been greatly 
But. to proceed, when ſhe 
was about two Years old, her Mother 


coming to be ſenſible of her Evil, 
holding Correſpondence with a wick- 


ed Spirit. apply'd herſelf to ſeveral 


religious Men of Note in thofe Times, 


by whoſe grave Advice ſhe grew 

truly penitent, and according to the 
Eaſhion of 'that Age's Devotion, put 
aut her Child with a Piece of Mo- 
ney. to a Friend, and ſo ſpent the Re- 
mainder of her Days in the: famous 


Convent 


4121 
Convent of St. Bridget's, Nottingham, 
in Prayers and Tears, and other Acts 


of Penftance, to expatiate the Wick- 1 


- edneſs of her Youth; but wonderful 
it is to relate the Troubles the Nurſe 
to whom ſhe was put, had; her Fa- 
ther the foul Fiend, is reported ſeve- 
ral Times to have vifited her, particu- 
larly one Day the Nurſe having been 
abroad, when ſhe returned, found her 
Door open, whereupon, fearing that 
ſhe was robbed, ſhe called three or 
four Neighbours and their Wives to 
go into the Houſe with her; but be- 
fore they. had got into the Entry they 
heard a ſtrange Noiſe, as if there had 
been a Thouſand Carts in Concert; 
which fo diſmayed them, that they 
all tan towards the Door, endeavour- 
ing to get out again, but in vain; for 
every one of them had got Yoakes on 
their Necks, that they could not poſſi- 
bly return; but ſoon after the Yoaks 
fell off, and then a Colt-ſtaff was laid 
on two of the Men's Shoulders, upon 
which an old Woman pretented her- 
felf ſtark naked, ſometimes gs 
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by the Heels, ſometimes by the Toes, 


then by tle Middle, with divers other 
Poſtures, while the Women having 
all their Coats turn'd over their Ears, 
expoſed their Shame to public Views, 
and fo continued nll a Friar accident- 
ally came to the Houſe and tuddenly 
relealed them; and as the Child was 
taken out of the Cradle, it could not 


3 be found, till at laſt one ot the Com- 


pany ſaw it ſtand naked, fitting aſtride 


upon the Iron to which the For-hooks 


were faſtened, whence they took it 
down without the leaſt hurt. And 
ſo far from being frightened, that it 
ſeemed by its agrecable Smiles to be 


very well pleaſed at theſe ſtrange Ex- 
ploits. TT 


CHAP. IV. 


Several merry Pranks play'd by Mother 


Shipton on ſuch as abuſed ber. 


S Urſula grew to riper Years 
"\ ſhe was often affronted by rea- 
lon of her Deformity ; but ſhe never 
fail'd to be revenged on _ 

| that 


( 20 ) 


hat did it: One Day the Chief of the 
Pariſh being a merry Meeting ſhe com- 
ing thither occaſionally on an Errand, 
ſome of them abuſed her, by calling 
her the Devil's Baſtard, and Hag. face, 
and the like, whereat ſne went away 
grumbling, but ſo ordered her Affairs, 
that when they ſat down ro Dinner, 
one of the principal Yeomen that 
thought himſelf ſpruce and fine, had 
in an Inſtant his Ruff (which in thoſe - 
Days they wore) pull'd off, and the 
Seat of a Houſe of Office clapt in it's 
Place: He that fat next him, burſt 
out in a Laughter at the Sight there- 
of, but was lerved little better: For 
his Hat was inviſibly cenveyed away, 
and the Pan of a Cloſe-ftool which 
ſtood in the next Room put on inſtead 
thereof: Befides this a medeſt young 
Gentlewoman that fat at the Table, 
at the ſame Time looking at theſe two 
Objects of Mirth, endeavoured all ſhe 
could to refrain laughing,' but cauld 
not! And withal continued breaking. 
Wind backward, for above a Quarter 
of an Hour together, -like fo many 
Broad- 


6 


.- 


3 


ſeen, neither was it poſſible for them 
"to account fur che ſudden Alteration. 
De c-o-.9 K qi 4:8 EE, ” > Ty 
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Broad-Sides in a Sea-Fight, which 
made all the Company laugh fo ex- 


treamly, that the Maſter of the Houle 
being alarmed below therewith, and 


deſirous to ſhare with his Gueſts in 
their Mirth, came running up the 


Stairs as faſt as his Legs would carry 


him, but going to enter the Door, he 
could not, and no Wonder, for he 


had a ſwinging Pair of Horns fixed 


.on his Head; fo many of the Com- 


. pany being ſurprizingly adorned and 
afflicted, it threw the whole Meet- 
ing into the greateſt Conſternation and 


Amazement, leſt any more {hould be 
tormented after this uncommon Man- 


ner: And whillt they were gazing on 


one another, as more than Halt diſ- 
tracted, they were all reduced to the 
ſame Condition they were in at firſt, 


-ufter which» followed à Noiſe as if 


more chan a Hundred Perſons: were 2 
laughing together, but nothing :was 
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CHAP. * 


Ur ſula narried a young Man named 7 oby 
Shrpton, and ſirangely diſcovered a 


This. 


OF R Urſula was now arrived at 
the 24th Year of her Age, and 
although ſhe was none of the prettieſt 


a_ a | A N Ad. — 1 Mw 1 


Maids in the Town, yet ſhe longed 


for a Huſband as much as any of them 


and at laſt obtained her Defire ; whe- 
ther ſhe uſed any I ove-Powder, or 
Charms to enamour him; or whether 
the Hones of getting ſome Money, 


which ſhe was reported to have, though 


no Body could tell how ſhe ſhould 
come by it, cauſed him to court her 


(there are ſome Men that would not 
only marry the Devil's Daughter, but 
his Dam too for Money) a Sweet- 
heart ſhe had, and we are told his 
Name was Toby Shipton, by Trade a 
Carpenter, to whom ſhe was ſhortly 


after married, and very comfortably 


they lived together, but never had 
any Children. It happened about a 


Manth 


Misforture 


C.-Y I 


Month after her Marriage, one of her 
Neight ours leaving her Dcor careleſsly 
open, loſt a new Smock and Pet- 
ticoat, which was ſtole away while 
ſhe was telling a Goſſip's Tale of an 
Hout long, «t the next Door, whither 
ſhe went to fetch Fire, which fad 
much ttoubled her, ſhe 
made her Moan to Mother Shipton, 


| who did got go about it like our filly 
Conjurers, with their Schemes and 


Figures, to give a blind Deſcription of 


ſhe knew nor what, bur cold her plainly 


ſuch a Woman by Name had ſtolen 
the I hings; adding that ſhe would 


make her 1eftore them with Shame to 


her, and ſo indeed ſhe did; for the 
next Maiker-Day before all the People, 


the Woman onda not avoid putting 


on the Smock over her other Cloaths, 


and the Petticoat in her Hand, and fe 
marched thro' a Crowd in the Market- 
Place, dancing all the Way and ling 


ing theſe Words, 
Tis true I ſtole my Neighbour's 
Smock and Coat. 
TI am a lorry Vhict ard here ſhow'r. 
And 


Ne 


k 


7 
2 „ 
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And ſo wien ſte came to the ee | 
ſhe pulled of? the Smock and gave it 
her with a reverend Courteſy, and 1 
with great Sorrow, and feeming Re- 
pentance, begged Forgiveneſs for her 
wicked Doings, aſſuring her ſhe would 
reform from her wicked Ways, and be | 
more honeſt and diligent for the future, 


FE Þ © ro, 
Her Prophecy againſt Cardinal Wolſey. 
Y theſe, and leveral the hke Ex- 
ploits, Mother Shipton had got 
a Name far and near for a cunning 
Woman or a Woman of Foreſight, ſo 
that her Words were counted Oracles, 
nor did ſhe meddle only with Private 
Perions, but alſo with Perſons of the 
greateſt Quality; among whom at 
that Tume was Cardinal Wolfey when 
qt was reported that he intended to 
live at YORK, ſhe publickly ſaid 
he ſhould never come thither! . which 
coming to his Ear, and being offend- 
ed at it, he cauſed three Lords to g 
to her, who came diſguiſed to Ring- 
Houle: near: York, where they took 2 
| Guide 


vner, 
ve it 

and 

Re- 
r her 
ould 
id be 


ture. 


fey. 
Ex · 


got 


ning 
t, {i 
cles, 
ivate 


the 


n at 
when 
d to 
ſaid 
zhich 
end- 
0 go 


10g- 


ok a 
zuide 
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Guide, and came to Mother Shipton 


and knocking ar her Door, ſhe cried 


out, come in Mr. Beaſly, and thoſe 


noble Lords with vou; which much 
ſurprized them, that ſhe ſhould know 
them, and when they. came in, ſhe 


called each of them by their Names 
and treated them with Ale and Cakes, 
whereupon, ſeid one of them, if you 
knew our Errand, you would not 
make ſo much of us: You faid, the 
Cardinal ſhould never ſee Vork. No, 
faid ſhe, I ſaid he might fee York, but 
never come at it: Well, faid one of 
the Lords, when he does come thou 
ſhall be'burnt ; then taking the Hand- 


Kkerchief from her Head, ſays ſhe, ff 


this burn I ſhall burn, and immedi- 
ately flung it into the Fire before them 
where after laying a Quarter of an 
Hour, ſhe!took it out again, not ſo 
much as ſinged: Hereupon one of the 
Lord aſked her what ſhe thought of 
him? My Lord, ſaid fhe, the Time 
will come when your Grace will be 
as low as I am, which was very true 
for ſhortly- after he was 2 
85 Ss or 


Road, wh ch info med him the King 
immediately wanted his Counſel, o 
that he ſuddenly turned back to wait 


the Road, he died of a violent Lene 


Same ot ber Prophecies of Mother Shipten, 


(E 10 
Nor was VA Speech of the Cardinal's 
leſs verificd; tor he coming to Ca- l 
wood. went to the I op of the Tower, t 
and aſk«d where York was, which be- 


ing ſh-wn him, he enquired how far 
it was thither ? For quoth he, there is 


a Witch laid 1 never ſhuuld ſce York, ( 


no, ſays one pretent, your Eminence a 
was miſinformed, ſh2 faid you wouid t 
lee it, but never come at it. Then ( 
he vows to burn her when he came ] 
there, which was about 8 Miles diſtant, 
but an Expreſs overtook him on the 
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on his Majeſty, and being taken ill upon 


nels at Weſtmiaſter. 


CHAP. VII. 


relating to thoſe Times. 


T divers other Times when Per: 
, fons of Quality cawe to viſit * 
e 


41 
ſhe uſed to divert them with ſeveral 


_ $ uncommon Fancies, - and amongſt the 
Ca- reſt of her Amuſements, ſhe delivered 
wer, the following Prophecies to them : 


be- - „ 
far FIRST PROPHECY. 
re is Before Ouſe-Bridge and Trinity- 


ork, Church meet they ſhail build in the Day 
ence and it ſhall fall in the Night, until 
ould they get the higheſt Stone of Trinity 


"hen 
ame 
tant, 
the 
Ting 


_ 


Per: 
t her 


Chaves, and the towel Stone of Ouſe- 
Bridge. 

This truly came to paſs for Trinity 
Steeple in York was blown down with a 
Tempeſt, and Ouſe · bridge broke down 
with a Flood; and what they did in the 


er in repairing the Bridge, was 


waſhed Gown in the night till at laſt they 


laid the higheſt Stone for the Founda- 


tion of the Bridge, which being ce- 
mented with a different Mortar than 
what was uſed before reſiſted the Force 
of the Water, and made a good Foun- 
dation, 


SECOND PROPHECY. 


A Time ſhall 3 when a Ship © 


ſhall 


— 
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ſhall come ſailing up the Thames, tilh,, 
it come againſt London, and the; 
Maiter cf the Ship ſhall weep, and. the,, 
Mariners of the Ship ſhall aſk why her, 
weeps ſince he made ſo good a Voyage! {i 
and he ſhall ſay, Ah? what a, goodly;, 
City, this was, none in the World com-u 
parable to it, and now there is ſcarce, 
Drink for our Money, | =” 


„  _ EXPLANATION. .... 7 
Theſe laſt Words were fadly verified) 
after thedreadful fire of London, 1666. , 
When there was not a Houle left all, 
along the Thames Side, from the Tou-, 
er to the Temple. As for the .Nords,, 
before they being darkly delivered, , 
he that both hides. and, diſcovers, all: 
Things ſhall bring the Matters ſignified , 
to Lighe. > os i 


Her Prophecies in Verſe to the Abbot of 

- HE Abbot of Beverly paying her ( 
1 ag Vaſt: one Day, told her, That 
5 as 


5 
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u tilbis he had found ſeveral Things that ſhe 
| the hd formerly ſaid to be exactly true, ſo 
d hehe was perſuaded that ſhe was not igno- 
Y rant in which for the future were to en- 
agel ſue; and therefore requeſted her to 
Dodly impart ſome of her Fore-knowledge 
com unto him, for which Favour, tho' more 
careErhan his Deſerts could command, yet 
ſhould he never want a Tongue to ac- 
knowledge nor a Heart to endeavour a 

. . Requital for ſo great an Obligation. 
ified Mr. Abbot ſays the leads off complt- 


666. menting. I am an old Woman, I wilt 
fr all 


Tou - 
'ords, therefore ſhe did in miſtick Verſes diſ- 


dS '> ©. * 
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s all that have happened in England from 


ufied that Day to this; at the following Ex- 


PPP 
„% 


Whbene'er the Cow doth, ride the Bull, 
STO Prieſt I ſay, beware thy Skull. 
2 | 
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EXPLANATION. 


By the Cow was meant Henry VIIT, 
who gave the Cow in his Arms, as the 


the King married her, immediately 


followed the Diſſolution of Monaſte- 


ries and fore Reſtraints laid upon 


Prieſts. 


PROPHECY. 


For a ſweet pious Prince make Room, 


And in each Kirk prepare a Broom, 


EXPLANATION. 


= This is meant of King Edward VI. 


in whoſe Time the Proteſtant Religion 


1 


Earl of Richmond, and the Bull bero-'4 
' kens Madam Ann of Bullogne, not 

only as tothe firſt Sy llable of her Name, 
but becauſe her Father gave the Black 
Bull's Head in his Creſt; and when 


c 
] 
k 


was eftabliſhed, and the Pop:ſh Super- 


ſtition ſwept out of the Kirk, an od 


Word uled ſtill in Scotland, for the 
Church. ; 


PRO- 


© 8 3 
PROPHECY. 
„m. 


R the * Alefto next 3 the Crown, 


o. And ſtreams of Blood run ſwifely down. 


gon a 

1 EXPLANATION. 

lack 

when Theſe Lines decipher Queen Mary, 
ately called Alecto, the Name of one of the 
aſte- Furies, for her Cruelty to the Proteſ- 
upon tants, of whom great Numbers in her 

Reign were burne | in Smithfield, 


* PROPHECY. 
wm A Maiden Queen full many a Year, 


Shall England's warlike Sceptre bear. 


: LANATION. 
_ EXPLA? 


Sion Spoken of Queen Elizabeth, who 
aper reigned greatly beloved by her Subjects 
old and dreaded by all her Enemies above 
che forty Tears. 


PRO- | yy PRO- 
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( 22 ) 
PROPHECY. 


The Weſtern Monarch's week horſes 
Shall be ny by ald Drake's force: 


EXPLANATION. 


The King of Spain' 5 mighty Navy in 
1588 celtroyed by the Engliſh Flee: 


under Captain Drake. 


PROPHECY. 


The Northern Lion over Tweed, 


The maiden Queen ſhall next ſucceed, 


Io join in one two mighty States, 


And then ſhall Janus ſhut his Gates. 


EXPLANATION. 


This relates to King James, who hav 
ing been many Years King of Scotland, 


the Crown of England by Queen Elz 
beth's Death fell d to him, whereupon ht 


came over Tweed to take up his Reſt 


dence here, and ſo joined the two King 
dom 


( 


dos under one Government. And as 

for Janus ſhutting his Gates; you muſt 
know Janus was one of the Heathen 
Gods that had a. Temple at Rome, the 
Gates of which were gever ſhut but in 
Times of Peace. 


\HIS famous Propheteſs continued 
ſeveral Years eſlee med as the Sy- 
bil or Oracle of thoſe Times. At laſt 
arriving to threeſcore and thirteen years 
of age, ſhe found the Time in her black 
Book of Deſtiny approaching, wherein 
ſhe muſt give a final adieu to the World 
which ſhe fotetoid to a Day to divers 
People. And at the Hour predicted 
having taken folemn Leave of all her 
Friends, laid her down on her Bed and 
on 


- 
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